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The concept of Biophilic and Bioclimatic Architecture represents one of the most promising ideas in innovative,
sustainable architectural designs. It begins with the premise that contact with nature is absolutely essential to today’s
life: daily contact with the natural environment is essential to lead to happy, healthy, productive and meaningful lives,
and planners and designers must begin to put nature at the core of their works. Together with its consideration of
ecologically harmless materials and use of renewable energy sources, it brings an enormous quality increase in
planning and workmanship, as well as an improvement in inhabitants’ comfort. The course will examine the evidence
for why nature is important, and the many creative ways in which cities can plan for and design-in nature, and foster
meaningful and everyday connections with the natural world. From green building to sustainability, the students will
review the tools, techniques, and exemplary projects (individual case studies) that advance nature in cities, and what
leading cities are doing around the world to integrate and celebrate nature. Lectures/discussions + individual case
studies will focus on the following topics, among others: 1. Many different definitions of nature and ways and places in
which it can be found in cities 2. Introduce the fundamentals of Bioclimatic Architecture and its main design principles
3. Historical examples to be examined and analyzed to give a frame of reference 4. Create environmentally-friendly,
energy-efficient buildings and developments by effectively managing natural resources 5. Further understanding of
biophilic architecture as a response to destructive human activities and also considers the side effects of using
natural resources, such as enhancing air movement, evaporative cooling, landscaping, and green roofs. 6. Significant
benefits of making the connection between climate and comfort that can be achieved through bioclimatic architecture.
7. Concepts of Biophilia, Biophilic Design, and emerging concepts of Biophilic Cities and Biophilic Urbanism 8.
Innovative planning practice and approaches to foster connections with nature in exemplary Biophilic Cities around
the world 9. Design and planning tools, concepts, and practices by which nature can be integrated into cities and
urban design projects, as well as key obstacles facing this goal.
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