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The introduction, categories and characteristic of surfactants are presented. The functions and preparations of 3
major surfactants, such as anionic, nonionic and cationic surfactants, are described. Hydrophilic-lipophilic-balance is
explained with the concept of hydrophile and lipophile. The stabilities of surfactants in acid, base and hard water are
summarized. Emulsification and deemulsification techniques are described and their applications. And the
applications in textile and pharmaceutical industries are described.
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